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Mrs. Verrochi 

 
Welcome to Honors Comparative Literature!  Our literary heritage began long ago with works written 
and read by individuals who lived in entirely different circumstances than we now enjoy.  But how different 
were their messages and meanings?  This coming school year, we will explore those archetypal models on 
which we have built our own modern literary masterpieces, and look for connections between our worlds.   
 
Your study begins this summer with two novels: one, a classic adventure story written in 1844, and the 
other, a modern adventure published in 2001.  The two pieces mesh with the coursework throughout the 
rest of the year, incorporating classic themes such as Loss of Innocence, the Nature of Love, Choices and 
Consequences, and the Struggle to Maintain Faith.  Upon your return to school in the fall, you will be 
quizzed on both novels.  The questions will focus on the development of theme, the style of the writer 
(we’ll work on this in the fall) and the development of characters. Please complete the table on the 
reverse side with quotes from each novel. That will be your first graded assignment.  Enjoy the 
books and your summer! 
 
You must read both of the following: 
 
The Count of Monte Cristo, by Alexandre Dumas (Read an Abridged version!) 
 While a nice introduction to the tragic downfalls of characters like Oedipus, Okonkwo and 
Shakespeare’s leading men, The Count of Monte Cristo most notably is a story of revenge.  How far will 
one man go to achieve ultimate revenge?  Throughout the Count’s insatiable quest for vengeance, he 
struggles with the themes of “Love” and “Faith” and must overcome both internal and external conflicts. 

“…Set against the turbulent years of the Napoleonic era, Alexandre Dumas’ thrilling adventure story is one of the 
most widely read romantic novels of all time.  In it the dashing young hero, Edmond Dantes, is betrayed by his enemies and 
thrown into a secret dungeon in the Chateau d’If – doomed to spend his life in a dank prison cell.  The story of his long, 
intolerable years in captivity, his miraculous escape, and his carefully wrought revenge creates a dramatic tale of mystery and 
intrigue, and paints a vision of France – a dazzling, dueling, exuberant France – that has become immortal”(Bantam 
Books). 
 
Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
 All year we will study how the oldest stories told and written have influenced modern tales.  This 
fantastical tale of a lone shipwreck survivor not only details the protagonist’s spiritual journey, but also 
brings to light the many important connections between the old stories and the new.  
 “Yann Martel's imaginative and unforgettable Life of Pi is a magical reading experience, an endless blue expanse of 
storytelling about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith. The precocious son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is raised in 
Pondicherry, India, where he tries on various faiths for size, attracting "religions the way a dog attracts fleas." Planning a move 
to Canada, his father packs up the family and their menagerie and they hitch a ride on an enormous freighter… In rich, 
hallucinatory passages, Pi recounts the harrowing journey as the days blur together, elegantly cataloging the endless passage of 
time and his struggles to survive”(Amazon.com).  
Note: if you enjoy audiobooks, the audio version of Life of Pi is fantastic! 
 

  
Provide evidence and analysis for the following themes, etc. from The Count of Monte Cristo.  

QUOTE with Proper Citation Analysis of Quote: how does your quote 



support the theme or relate to the character? 2-
3 sentences 

1. Hope 
 

 

2. Power or Powerlessness 
 

 

3. Loss of Innocence 
 

 

4. Religious Faith or Questioning 
 

 

5. Love 
 

 

6. Characterization of Edmond Dantes 
 
 

 

7. Characterization of the Count of MC 
 
 

 

Provide evidence and analysis for the  
QUOTE with Citation 

following themes, etc. from Life of Pi. 
LIFE OF PI - Analysis of Quote 

8. Hope 
 
 

 

9. Power or Powerlessness 
 
 

 

10. Loss of Innocence 
 

 

11. Religious Faith or Questioning 
 
 

 

12. Love 
 

 

13. Characterization of Pi Patel 
 

 

 


